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On Oct. 20, Miskito Indian leader Brooklyn Rivera, said he would arrive in Managua on Saturday,
Oct. 24, for peace talks with the Nicaraguan government. In a telephone interview from Costa Rica
with the NEW YORK TIMES, Rivera said, "There is a wave of peace efforts all over Central America.
We cannot remain apart from this process." Rivera said he thought the coming negotiations could
succeed. "We will be asking for the same recognition of our historic rights that we have sought in
the past. I hope there is a better climate now for an agreement." The Sandinistas have expressed
interest in resolving their conflict with the Indians through peace talks. At one time, the Indians and
the contras fought side by side against the Sandinistas, but a series of political disputes led to a split.
Rivera said his decision to come to Managua for talks was based partly on the success that one of his
principal field commanders, Uriel Vanegas, had in negotiating a cease-fire this month. Under that
agreement Indian rebels were not required to surrender or seek amnesty, as is being demanded of
the contras. The Indians were permitted to retain their weapons after promising that they would not
use them against the government. Rivera said he would arrive with a delegation of 10 Indian leaders,
including Steadman Fogoth Muller, with whom he had sharp differences in the past. He said the
group had been promised talks "at the highest level," but said he was uncertain whether he would
be meeting with President Ortega or with Interior Minister Tomas Borge, who controls government
policy toward the Indians. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 10/21/87)
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